AMENDMKNTS TO THH CLAIMS 

The tollowmg listing cifclaims will replace all prior \ersions and listings of claims in the 
apphcation. 

Listing; Of Claims 

1-8. (Cancelled) 



(Original ) A method for protecting a surface of a porous ceramic body, comprising 
the steps of: 

applying to the surface a slurry composition comprising: 
a binding agent; 

a ceramic material dii'feicnt from the material of the ceramic body: 
at least one boron containing compound; 
sohent; and 

impregnating the slurry into the pores of the ceramic body. 

10. (Original) A method according to Claim 9, wherein the binding agent comprises 
silica particles. 

1 1. (Original) A method according to Claim 9, wherein the solvent comprises water. 

12. (Original) A method according to Claim 9, w herein the ceramic material comprises 
cordierite. 

13. (Original) A method according to Claim 9. further comprising the steps of: 

drying the slurry in the pores of the ceramic body; and 
firing the dried sKutn in the pores. 

14. (Original) A method according to Claim 9. wherein the ceramic bod\ is provided in 
the form of a tile. 



15-19. (Cancelled) 
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20. (CuiTcnll) amended) A method of protecting a surtace of a ceramic bod\ comprising 
appKmg to the surtace a slurry composition, w herein the sIliit} comprises soiids and a solvent, 
wherein the solids comprise: 

a binding agent; 

a c e ramic mat e rial cordicnte ; and 

at least one boron-containing compotind. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 20, wherein the solvent comprises water. 

23. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 20, wherein the boron compound is 
selected from the group consisting of boron carbide, boron butoxide, boron nitride, boron nitrate, 
and mixtures thereof. 

24. (I'nchanged) A method according to claim 20, w herein the solids ha\e an average 
particle si/e of less than about 2.0 micrometers. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (L'nchanged) A method for pnxiticing a surface protected ceramic bod>, comprising: 

impregnating a sIuit> into the pores of a ceramic hod\ ; and 

dr\ing the slurry in the pores of the ceramic bod\ to produce the surface protected 
ceramic bod\ ; 

w herein the slurry comprises a boron-containing compound and further comprises a binding 
agent, a ceramic material different from the material of the ceramic bod_\ . and a solvent, w herein 
the surface protected ceramic body can be heated to 2500 F^^ for 20 hours w ithout cracking. 

27. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 26, wherein the binding agent comprises 
silica and the solvent comprises water. 
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28. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 26. wherein the ceramic material 
comprises cordierite. 

29. (I'nchanged) A method according to claim 26. tuilher comprising firing the dried 
sluiTV in the pores. 

30. (L'nchanged) A method according to claim 26, w herein the dr\ing step comprises 
directing a surface heating source against the surface of the ceramic body. 

31. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 26, wherein the drying step comprises 
heating the entire ceramic body. 

32. (Unchanged) A method according to claim 29, wherein the firing step comprises 
directing a surface healing source against the surface. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method accordmg to claim 29, wherein the firing sourc e 
step comprises heating the entire ceramic body. 
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